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ABSTRACT

This paper is largely inspired by the increasing linguistic research studies geared towards the description,
development and documentation of African languages in order to continously keep them in the limelight,
without which they could be threatened with extinction. In this regard, this paper examines compounding in
Ewtlu and Urhobo and attempts to explore the various procedures by which both languages adopt in
deriving compounds via the compounding process. Moreover, the paper adopts existing data in both
languages and tries to expose the relationships between the two compounding systems in which two or more
existing morphemes (or words) are combined to form a new word referred to as ‘Compound Word’. Ewuilii
and Urhobo are one of the small languages of Nigeria spoken in  the northern and southern part of Delta
State, Nigeria respectively. In the analyses, the paper revealed that Ewuls (Ighoid) and Urhobo (Edoid),
though are two different Nigerian languages, yet exploit nearly the same morphological patterns of
compounding to create new words for the sole aim of expanding their vocabulary. The paper concludes by
recommendeding that the indigenous African/Nigerian languages, particularly the small ones should be
rigorously researched in order to pave way for their continuous description/documentation and existence.

The methodology adopted in the current work is descriptive.
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INTRODUCTION

Ewulu refers to a group of people and their
language. Similarly, Urhobo refers to a group
of people and their language. By virtue of size,
recognition and dominance, which prompts the
use of the term ‘main’ Nigerian languages in
Bamgbose (2000), the Ilatter languages as
opposed to the former one is a main Nigerian
language. However, what is common to the two
languages is that both are small languages. The
population of Ewulu is about fifteeen thousand
(15,000 = 0.01%) people, while the population
Urhobo, 2006 population census, is about two
million (2,000,000 = 1.25%) people. These
percentages suggest that the population figures
of both languages is a paltry figure, given the
approximately one hundred and sixty million
(160,000,000) people in Nigeria.

Ewuli belongs to a group of languages referred
to as Enuani or Igboid, spoken in the northern
part of Delta State The Entani group of
languages comprise a cluster of dialects often
called ‘Delta Igbo’ languages, alongwith the Ika
and Ukwuani group of languages. Urhobo, on
the other hand, is a south-western Edoid

language spoken in the southern part of Delta
State (Elugbe, 1989). In language classification,
Ewuli and Urhobo  are classified under West
Benue Congo group of languages (see Heine
and Nurse, 2000) even though both are mutually
unintelligible languages.

Compound words are typically two or more
word items combined from existing vocabulary
of a language for the purpose of of generating
new words (Katamba, 1993). This process
becomes necessary when a language needs to
conceptualise some idea which a single word in
the language in incapable of expressing. Thus
compounding as a linguistic term is a productive
process that generate new words into a language
using existing materials in the lexicon.
Exploring the various procedures untilised in
generating compounds is the focuse of this
present paper couched in the structuralist/
descriptivist framework.

OBJECTIVE

This paper is largely inspired by the increasing
research studies on African linguistics, whose
aim is principally to describe, develop and
document African languages, both the so-called
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big (e.g. Igbo, Yoruba, Hausa) or small
languages so as to continously keep them in the
limelight, and by so doing ensure that they are
maintained. Otherwise they stand the risk of
becoming endangered, a situation that ultimately
can lead to extinction. For this reason, the
objective of the current paper is to investigate
the compounding process in EwalIl
(Enuani/lgboid) and Urhobo (Edoid), with an
attempt to examining the morphological
procedures which both languages adopt in
deriving compound words.

COMPOUNDING

Compounding is a morphological process
whereby two or more free morphemes/words are
combined to form a new word (Fabb, 2001;
Aziza, 2007). The newly formed word is
referred to as compound word. Compounding
may involve the combination of string of words
equivalent to the sentence to form compounds.
Forenames and numerals fall into this category.
A number of Niger Congo languages (Ewulu
and Urhobo inclusive ) derive forenames and
numerals through this process.

Corroborating Fabb’s and Aziza’s view of
compounding as a morphological process , the
most common pattern of forming compounds in
Ewulu and Urhobo is by systematic ally
combining free morphemes in the noun class,
verb class, adjective class and preposition class.
Typically, combinations may involve a noun
with another noun. It may involve a verb with
another verb, a houn with an adjective and so on.

Combination of specific morphemes are subject
to the morpho-syntactic constraints of the
languages under investigation.

Basically, compounds in Ewulu and Urhobo , as
will be shown in this study, function to expand
or form new concepts, or express (new) ideas
which a single word in itself is incapable of
expressing. Functionally, compounds in Ewulu
and Urhobo are typically used for descriptive
purposes; some, however, may be used as
modifiers or intensifiers. This is particularly the
case in Ewul.

Most compounds in Ewulu and Urhobo are
derived by combining two free morphemes
either from the same or different grammatical
classes (Aziza, 2007). Observation of data in the
two languages shows that a noun may combine
with another noun, an adjective or a verb. A
verb may combine with another verb or noun.
Moreover, a preposition may combine with a
noun, though fewer compounds are derived
from preposition -noun combination in Ewulu
and Urhobo. The scantiness might be traced to
the fact that both languages, like most languages,
have few prepositions when compared with
other categories such as the noun, verb and
adjective.

Like mentioned in the foregoing, in Ewuly, a
noun may be combined to form nominals which
denote animate and inanimate objects. The
morphological procedure in deriving this kind of
compounds is shown in (1a) as follows

(1a) Noun + Noun Compounding In Ewulu
Noun Noun Compound Noun
i onyé + n-kuzi - onyénkuzi
‘person’ ‘teach-ing’ ‘teacher’
ii. mkpa!la + osisi — mkpuladsisi
‘seed’ ‘stick/tree’ “fruit’
iii. éka + ari - ékanri
‘hand’ ‘food’ ‘right hand’
iv. Okwu + 6ndl - okwud!ny
‘word’ ‘mouth’ ‘utterance’
V. ughd + ani — ugbdani
‘canoe’ ‘land’ ‘automobile’
Vi. ¢shu + Okwi — eshid!kwu
‘body’ “fire’ ‘fever’
Vii. aga + nkwo — agunkwo
‘tiger’ “first day of the week’ ‘eagle’
viii. nmanya + nka — nmanyanki
‘wine’ ‘wood’ ‘palmwine’
iX. ¢shi + ing - ¢shuung
‘body’ ‘house’ ‘wall’

On the other hand , in Urhobo, a combination of
noun-plus-noun normally would derive words
that describe genealogical/gender terms such as

father, boy etc. The procedure of deriving such
compound nouns is presented in (1b) as follows:
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(1b) Noun + Noun Compounding In Urhobo

Noun Noun Compound Noun

i 6niovo + dmoshare - 6niovodmoshare
brother/sister’ ‘boy’ ‘brother/sister (of the same parents)’

ii. uly + 0sé - Omoose

‘child’ ‘father’ ‘half brother/sister’
iii. omo + dshare — omooshare

‘child’ ‘man’ ‘boy’

It will be noticed that, in both languages, noun-
noun compounds function as full word of its
own. The difference, however, lies in the
descriptive functions which their nominal
compounds convey.

Besides, Ewull can derive nominal compounds

by simply combining nouns with adjectives.
Such a combination may describe a state that
portrays emotions, positive or negative feelings.
Examples are presented in (2a) and (2b) as follows:

(2a) Noun + Adjective Compounding In Ewulu
Noun Adjective COMPOUND
i. isi + iké — isiilké
‘head’ ‘hard’ ‘stubbornness’
ii. énya + ukw — ényaukwi
‘eye’ ‘big’ ‘greed’
iii. éka + iké — ékaiké
‘hand’ ‘hard’ ‘stinginess’
iv. isi + éma - isiomé
‘head’ ‘beautiful’ ‘good-luck’
V. onwil + iké — onwiiké
‘death’ ‘hard/power’ ‘untimely death’
Like E wuly, Urhobo does derive some nominal that have descriptive function. They are
compounds by conflating a noun and an illustrated in (2b) as follows:
adjective. The combination yields compounds
(2b) Noun + Adjective Compounding In Urhobo
Noun Adjective Compound
i, Gdi + 6noho + Unu = udiondhounu
‘drink’ ‘soften” ‘mouth’ ‘soft drink’
. Gdi + oniemi¢ = udioniémié
‘drink’ ‘sweet’ ‘sweet drink’
iii. udi + Ogagan — udiogagan
‘drink’ ‘strong’ ‘alcohol’
iv. Olsé + Orode — olséorode
“father’ ‘big one’ ‘father’
Moreover, compounds may be derived from a yields compounds which denote specific

combination of nouns plus gerunds. Gerunds
(words with -ing ending) structurally look like
verbs, but are functionally nouns owing to their
syntactic function. Noun-gerund combination

activities in Urhobo. Compounding process of
this kind seems never to operate in Ewulu . The
Urhobo noun-gerund compounding takes the
following form in (3) as follows:

(3) Noun + Gerund Compounding In Urhobo
Noun Gerund Compound
i. iyerin + ehwé — Tyérinéhwé
“fish’ ‘fishing’ ‘fishing’
ii. eki + ¢chud — ¢kiéchuo
‘market’ ‘trading’ ‘trading’
iii. iglho + eguono — iglh6éguono
‘money’ ‘looking’ ‘looking for money’
iv. evin + émré — évinémré
‘belly’ ‘seeing’ ‘pregnancy’

Furthermore, Ewulu has a compounding system
which bears some resemblance with one
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derive certain concrete nouns. A few isolated
examples of the forms in Ewulu are shown in

(4a) as follows:

(4a) Preposition + Noun Compounding In Ewul
Prep. Noun Compound
i. imé + uno — iméing
‘in ‘house’ ‘room’
ii. énu + uno — énlung
‘top’ ‘house’ ‘roof’
iii. énu + ani — éntiani
‘top’ ‘land’ ‘name of a town

In the case of Urhobo, a noun rather comes
before a preposition followed by a phrase. This
complex combination of a sort appears to

generate the same semantic result of the type
found in Ewulu, that is, in (4a). The complex
Urhobo forms are examplified in (4b) as follows:

(4b) Noun + Preposition + Phrase Compounding In Urhobo
Noun Prep. Phrase Compound
i. evin + ré — uvwevwin — evunréuvwevwin
‘belly’ in the house ‘inner room’
ii. 6td + ré — Urhé — otoréurhé
‘land, ground’ in ‘bottom of tree’ ‘under a tree’

Also, Ewulu has verbal compounds derived by a
combination of simple verb roots/stems.
Compounds in this category express an action
which is not expressible using a single simple

verb stem. Compounds of this sort create a sense
of ‘intensification’ or ‘modification’ of an
action. This process is shown in (5a) as follows:

(5a) Verb+ Verb Compounding In Ewulu

Verb Verb Compound
i. ti + ghu — tighu

‘beat’ kill’ ‘lynch’
ii. no + ghu — ndgbt

‘press’ kill’ ‘massage intensely’
iii. gba + wa — gbawa

‘shoot’ ‘split’ ‘break (an hollow object)’
iv. ti + wa — tiwé

‘beat’ ‘split’ ‘break (a ceramic plate)’
V. ka + gbu — kagbu

‘mark’ kill’ ‘clean up (a written text)’

Likewise in Urhobo, the same compounding
process is attested, where simple verb roots are

Semantically, verb-verb compounding in
Urhobo also expresses an action. The process is

combined to form verbal compounds. illustrated in (5b) as follows:
(5b) Verb + Verb Compounding In Urhobo
Verb Verb Compound
i. bru + hweé — bruhwe
‘cut’ kill” ‘condemn’ or ‘find guilty’
ii. mudia + gaga — mudiagaga
‘stand’ ‘strong’ ‘stand firm’
iii. djé + mreé — djémre
‘run’ ‘see’ ‘run and see’
iv. te + dé — tede
‘reach’ ‘buy’ ‘reach there and buy’
\2 cho + da — choda
‘sell’ ‘drink’ ‘trade on drinks’
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As described so far, it will be observed that the
compounds mostly have descriptive function
and fall into the class of nominals, excepting the
ones in (5a) and (5b).

However, there exists compounds which, on the
one hand, denote an action performed by
someone, and on the other hand, those which are
purely descriptive in nature. Compounds with

these twin functions occur in Ewulu and Urhobo .
In Ewulu, such compounds are derived by a
combination of agentive nouns (nouns that
denote performer of an action ) plus simple
nouns in Ewulu , whereas in Urhobo they are
derived by a combination of simple verbs plus
nouns. A description of this pattern is given in
(6a) and (6b) as follows:

(6a) Agentive Noun + Noun Compounding In Ewulu
Agentive Noun Noun Compound
i. 0-gha-a + ebunu — Ogbaaebunu
‘shooter ‘ram’ ‘native doctor’
ii. 0-ché-e + uno — ochéeuno
‘guard’ ‘house’ ‘gecko’
iii. 0-gbU-u + anu — Ogbtiany
killer’ ‘meat’ ‘butcher’
iv. 0-gbU-u + Efi — Ogbuvéfi
‘killer’ ‘buffalo’ ‘a chieftaincy title’
V. 0-ri-i + ngweélé — oriingwéleé
‘eater’ ‘lizard’ ‘a kind of bird’

The Urhobo examples of similar compounding process in Ewulu are illustrated as follows:

(6b) Simple Verb + Noun Compounding In Urhobo

Verb Noun Compound
i. Si + obé — 0-siohe

‘write’ ‘book’ ‘Secretary’, ‘writer’
ii. gun + édjo — 0-guedjo

‘judge’ ‘case’ ‘a judge’
iii. yonre + ilgho — 0-yonréigho

‘hold’ ‘money’ ‘treasurer’
iv. stin + igode — 0-sunigode

‘lead’ ‘sheep’ ‘shephered’
V. hwe + iyenri — 0-hweiyeénri

kall’ “fish’ ‘fisherman’

As discussed earlier in section 2, more than two
free morphemes may combine to form
compounds in Ewulu and Urh  0bo. Forenames

and numerals fall into this group.

Belowin (7a) and (7b); (8a) and (8b), we
present data showing the formation of Ewulu

and Urhobo forenames and numerals via
compounding respectively as follows:

It will be observed that in (7a) and (7b), what
appears to be sentences turn out to be
compound words. Functionally, the forenames
express the meaning reflected in the basic items.

Ewulu Forenames as Compounds Forenames
(7a)|i. | Chikwi | + [ émé [+] ka b | Chukwaeméka > Chukwéméka

God has-do more than ‘God has done so much’

ii. | Chi + | na + e-du b | Chinaedu — Chinedu
God is is-helping ‘God helps.’

iii. | nwa + | a-ma | + ka b | Nwaamaka > | Nwamaka
Child is-beautiful more than ‘The child is so beautiful’

iv. | o-bia +]gd [+[ e b | Obiagaéri |—» | Objageri
She-come to eat-ing ‘She came to eat’

v. | onyé + | ma [+][ échi b | Onyémaéchi [> [ Onyéméchi
Who know tomorrow “Who can foretell what tomorrow holds?’
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Urhobo Forenames as Compounds Forenames
(7h . Oghéné | + té + ga . Oghénétéga
‘God’ ‘reach’ ‘worship’
ii. | oghéné¢ | + ru + ke + | Vwe — |  Oghénérukévwe
‘God’ ‘did’ ‘for’ ‘me’
iii. 6no + rién |+ ode — | 6noriéndde | —f Onorjode
‘who’ ‘know’ ‘tomorrow’ |
iv. ¢fe + té + uri — efetéari — Efétari
‘wealth’ ‘reach’ ‘two hundred’
V. omo + no + igho — | Omoéndigho |— Omoénigho
‘child ‘more than’ ‘money’

Similarly, combination of strings are done to
derive numerals in both languages. To derive
certain numeral, non-base numerals such as 1-9
are merged to base numerals such as 10, 20, 30
etc. via compounding. The procedure which
both languages adopt in deriving numerals is to
some extent similar, only with slight difference,
as is shown in (8a) and (8b). InEwulu, for
example, to derive numerals 11-19, base 10 is
added to numerals  1-9 via the infixation of a
conjunction -na- ‘and’ in between the base

numeral and non -base numerals . In contrast ,
Urhobo simply combine base 10 and numerals
1-9 without a conjunction to achieve the same
result. However, the infixation of a conjuction
becomes necessary in Urhobo numeral system
when the language derives numerals within the
range 21-29; 31-39 and so forth. The conjuction
-gbé- is then used in between numerals as is the
procedure in Ewalu . Consider the derivational
patterns as follows:

Ewuli Numeral as Compounds
Compound Numeral
(8a) | i. iri + na + ofu — irinaofa — irinofu
‘ten’ ‘and’ ‘one’ ‘eleven’ ‘eleven’
ii. iri + na + ¢bua — irina¢bya — iringbya
‘ten’ ‘and’ ‘two’ ‘twelve’ ‘twelve’
iii. iri + na + isé — irinaisé — irinisé
‘ten’ and “five’ “fifteen’ ‘fifteen’
iv. 6shu + na + ofu — 6shunaofu — 6shunofu
‘twenty’ and ‘one’ ‘twenty-one’
V. 6shu + na + ¢bua — 6shtiinagbua — | oOshun¢bua
‘twenty’ and ‘two’ ‘twenty-two’
Vi 6shu + na + isé — Oshunaisé — Oshunisé
‘twenty’ and “five’ ‘twenty-five’
Urhobd Numerals as Compounds
Compound Numerals
(8b) i. ihwe + ovo ihweovo — Thwovo
‘ten’ ‘one’ ‘eleven’
li ihwe + ive Ihweéive — Thwive
‘ten’ ‘two’ ‘twelve’
iii. ihwe + iyorin — | ihwéiyorin |— lhwi6rin  |— Thwjorin
‘ten’ ‘five’ “fifteen’
iv. uje + ghé + Ovo —| ujéghéovo | — ujegbovo
‘twenty’ ‘one’ ‘twenty-one’
V. uje + ghé + Ive — | Ujegbéive b— ujégbive
‘twenty’ ‘two’ ‘twenty-two’
Vi uje + ghé + Esan — | Ujéghéésan | — ujégbésan
‘twenty’ ‘six’ ‘twenty-six’
As shown in the data in (8a) and (8b), the CONCLUSION

established procedure for deriving numerals in
Ewult and Urhobo depict s that the numeral
systems of both languages, like what is
predominantly the case in West Benue Congo,
thrives basically on compounding process.

29

The paper has revealed the various productive
morphological strategies by which Ewulu

(Enuani/lgboid and Urhobo (Edoid) use in
enlarging  their  vocabulary  base via
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compounding process. In the analysis, it was
revealed that the languages largely used content
words such as nouns, verbs and adjectives to
derive compound words with  specific
grammatical functions. Most common is the
procedure that allows a combination of noun-
plus-noun, verb-plus-verb to form nominal and
verbal compounds respectively. Sometimes the
languages may combine nouns and grammatical
words, specifically prepositions to derive
compounds. Functionally, it was shown that
Ewulii and Urhobo compounds are typically

used for descriptive purposes. A number of
however, may be used as modifiersor
intensifiers, mostly in Ewulu.

Most intriguing aspect of compounding in the
languages is the fact that both languages can
combine several words ranging between three to
four words, in what appears to be a sentence, to
form compounds. Evidence of this is revealed in
forenames and numerals. Given the strategies
employed to derive compounds in the two
languages, the pattern is fairly the same, and of
course, the difference is hinged on the fact that
both languages belong to different sub-language
families of West Benue Congo, namely Igboid
and Edoid.

On the whole, we want to recommend strongly
that there should be a continuous rigorous
linguistic resarch on these languages as well as
other indigenous African/Nigerian languages,
particularly the small ones. It is only in this way

that the languages can come to limelight and
stand the chance of recognition and survival,
especially in the current face of the threat of
globalisation.

Note:A large number of the Ewnli data used in the
work appear in ‘Compounding process and its effect
on the structure of segments and tones in
Ewalir’(Utulu, 1992; Utulu, forthcoming).
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